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A convicted loan shark has been ordered to
pay back all available assets to the courts,
following a financial investigation by the
England Illegal Money Lending Team. 

Stephen Fossey, 45, of Foxhill Drive, Rossendale,
Lancashire had assets amounting to £103,000. He
must pay back this amount within six months or
face 21 months in prison.

Mr. Fossey, 45, was investigated by the England
Illegal Money Lending Team working in partnership
with Lancashire County Council.

He previously pleaded guilty to illegal money
lending and two counts of money laundering, and
in May 2013 was handed a twelve month
suspended sentence and two hundred hours of
unpaid work.

At the hearing  David Hercock on behalf of the
prosecution told Preston Crown Court how 
Mr Fossey made a total of £325,473 over a period
of four and a half years through the illegal money
lending business.

His assets included three properties in the
Lancashire area, bank balances and cash seized
at the time of his arrest.

As part of an ongoing criminal investigation into
illegal tobacco, Lancashire Trading Standards
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Birmingham Tenants Liaison Board sign 
up to Stop Loan Sharks Charter

The England Illegal Money Lending Team  joined
forces with the City’s Housing Liaison Board and a
range of other key partners to warn tenants of the
dangers of using loan sharks. Already the city’s
resident liaison board, along with housing staff have
received training on the impact loan sharks can
have on communities. Posters and leaflets have
been made available across the city’s Letting Suites,
tower blocks and sheltered housing
accommodation. An advice day was held on 15th
October at Stechford Cascades, organised by
Birmingham Housing Department the day saw
tenants being given general welfare advice as part
of the day the Liaison Board signed up to the anti
loan shark charter sending a message out across
the estates that loan sharks won’t be tolerated. 

Courts Round Up 
Convicted loan shark ordered to pay
back over £100,000

Birmingham Tenants Liaison Board
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executed warrants at addresses associated with Mr
Fossey. Evidence of illegal money lending was
discovered along with substantial documentation. 
In addition in excess of £7,000 cash was seized
from the properties. 

Fossey told officers he had been lending illegally to
around 180 people. The information was ultimately
referred to the specialist England Illegal Money
Lending Team.  

Recent arrests have been made in 

Stoke  

Somerset 

Cambridgeshire 

Scarborough 

West Sussex 

Durham 

Newcastle under Lyme 

Sunderland 

Essex 

A 52 year old man from Hartlepool was sentenced
to 28 months imprisonment. Joaquim
Lara-Alves-Boal had pleaded guilty to charges of
illegal money lending, money laundering, blackmail,
attempted bodily harm, criminal damage, two
charges of blackmail against his customers and one
charge of assault at a hearing on 17th July. 

Mr Lara-Alves-Boal of Lancaster Road, Hartlepool
was arrested in January this year. Previously the
England Illegal Money Lending Team, who work in
partnership with Hartlepool Borough Council and
assisted by Cleveland Police executed a warrant at
his home.

The business had about twenty clients and had
been running for about four years. The average loan
was between £300 and £500 and a £25 return per
hundred pounds was asked for on top of the loan. 

One victim who struggled to pay states he was
visited at his home by Mr Lara-Alves-Boal who was
‘ranting and raving about his money’. He declined to
speak to him and shut the door. Immediately
afterwards Mr Lara-Alves-Boal hit the front window
of the house three times causing the outer glass
pane to crack.  

Several weeks after this he was confronted by Mr
Lara-Alves-Boal, in the street, over the outstanding
repayments.  As the window had been broken the
victim said he believed they were financially ‘all
square’ – he then walked away. 

Sometime later the victim was walking in Hartlepool
with a relative when he walked past Mr
Lara-Alves-Boal again. The victim heard a ‘click’
and turned around to see him with a metal baton in
his hand. As the victim started to run away Mr
Lara-Alves-Boal attempted to strike him with the
metal baton. Although he missed the victim he then
attempted to strike him again to the head but he
swerved and the baton struck him on the arm. 
The victim ran towards the nearby police station,
and flagged down a police car. However police
could not trace Mr Lara-Alves-Boal. Boal later
stated the reason he tried to strike the victim was
because he had been “cheeky”.
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National Newsletter | Winter 2015 edition Page 3

Hartlepool Loan Shark Sentenced 
to 28 months

Convicted loan shark ordered to pay
back over £100,000 (continued)
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A 49 year old man, who operated as a loan shark in
Worcestershire, has been sentenced to nine months
imprisonment (suspended for two years) and 200
hours of community service following a hearing at
Worcester Crown Court.

Kevin Donaghey, of Old Birmingham Road, Lickey
End, Bromsgrove was investigated by the England 
Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT) working in
partnership with Worcester Trading Standards and
West Mercia Police.

In October 2013 officers from the IMLT executed a
warrant at Mr Donaghey’s address seizing cash,
documentation and other evidence. These documents
showed that Donaghey had been running the
business since February 2009 until the date of the
warrant in October. During that time he gave out over

five hundred loans advancing over £170,000 to his
customers. This was without the required licence to
lend money issued by the Office of Fair Trading.

One victim who had a loan from Donaghey could not
afford to keep up repayments.  Donaghey turned up
at his place of work shouting “where is my fucking
money”. He described his life as a living hell because
of his involvement with Donaghey.

Another victim who took out a loan for £5000 was told
he needed to give his driving licence and passport as
security for the loan. He never received any
documentation. The victim had to pay £1000 a month
in interest until he could afford to pay the £5000 loan
back in one lump sum.  By the date of the warrant
this victim had paid back £7000 in interest only. 

A 72 year old man from Plymouth has been
sentenced to five months imprisonment (suspended
for two years) and a hundred hours unpaid work
following a hearing at Plymouth Crown court. 

John Lewis of Foxfield Close, Laira was investigated
and prosecuted by the England Illegal Money
Lending Team and Plymouth City Council Trading
Standards. 

Lewis pleaded guilty to illegal money lending and
offences in relation to the possession of  pouches of
counterfeit tobacco with the intent to supply.

Lewis first came to the attention of the Illegal Money
Lending Team following a call to their hotline, which
stated he was handing out loans and taking

borrowers post office cards in order to withdraw from
their accounts.

He was also being investigated by Plymouth Trading
Standards for supplying illegal tobacco, and in April
2013 they seized counterfeit tobacco from his car.

In June 2013, Trading Standards executed a warrant
at his home uncovering post office cards and other
documentary evidence. He admitted to officers that
he had been lending money, claiming that he was
“too generous”.

When the Illegal Money Lending Team executed a
further warrant in January 2014, further evidence was
found, including around 150 text messages
discussing loans.

Plymouth loan shark sentenced to Five Months Imprisonment 

Bromsgrove Loan Shark Sentenced to Nine Months Imprisonment 
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Winston Marquez, 47, who operated as a loan shark
in Stoke-on-Trent, has been sentenced to 12 months
in prison (suspended for 18 months). He was also
given 200 hours of community service following a
hearing  at Stoke-on-Trent Crown Court. 

Mr Marquez, of Clare Street, Basford, Stoke on Trent,
pleaded guilty to five counts of illegal money lending
and one of acquiring and using criminal property. He

was investigated by the England Illegal Money
Lending Team (IMLT) working in partnership with
Stoke on Trent City Council and Staffordshire Police. 

Winston Marquez was operating as an unauthorised
money lender from June 2010 to the date of the
warrant. Evidence showed that he had 30 regular
clients who had nearly 90 separate loans. Over a four
year period Marquez made over £22,000.
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A husband and wife from Ilford who operated as
loan sharks have each been sentenced to 14
months imprisonment following a hearing at
Snaresbrook Crown Court.

Mrs Elisa ALCOMENDAS (56) and Mr German
ALCOMENDAS (55), of South Park Road, Ilford,
both pleaded guilty at an earlier hearing to seven
offences of illegal money lending.

The investigation and prosecution was led by the
England Illegal Money Lending Team working in
partnership with Redbridge Trading Standards.

When investigators from the England Illegal Money
Lending Team executed a warrant at the
ALCOMENDAS home address in Ilford in November
2013 they found documentation which proved they
had been involved in the illegal business since
December 2007 to the date of the warrant. Over
that period they had lent over £300,000 to 43
borrowers. Money was lent to individuals that were
known to them personally or through a third party
with between 5% and 10% interest applied and that
interest payments were made monthly until the
primary loan was repaid in full in a single payment.

At Court, Mr Simon Mortimer prosecuting,
explained “the system engaged by the couple
meant that between 5 and 10% would have to be
paid each month on a capital sum that never
reduced. In essence, many customers made
repayments of more than double the amount loaned
and still owed the original sum to the Alcomendas. 

Most of the victims came from the hospital where
Mr GERMAN ALCOMENDA worked as a nurse. One
stated that at first he believed that the
ALCOMENDAS were helping his family but quickly
realised that this was a business and that they were
only interested in making as much money as
possible from those that they lent to. None had any
paperwork relating to their loans. 

One victim paid back nearly £11,000 from an initial
£6000 which they had borrowed to visit their mother
in the Philippines. Other victims borrowed the
money to send home to fund treatments for ill
relatives in the Philippines. Another victim borrowed
to pay family funeral expenses as their relatives at
home could not afford them.

Stoke-on-Trent Loan Shark Receives Twelve Month Prison Sentence 

Ilford Loan Sharks Sentenced to 14 Months
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Convicted loan shark ordered to pay
back £220,000

At a case in Basildon Crown court today  a 
convicted loan shark has been ordered to pay back
over £220,000 following a financial investigation by
the England Illegal Money Lending Team. This
amount includes £96,000 in compensation to three
of his victims.

Stephen Basstoe, aged 42 from Romford must pay
back the money within six months or face an extra
term in prison. He was also ordered to pay an
additional £60,000 in court costs. 

Basstoe was investigated by the England Illegal
Money Lending Team working in partnership with
Havering Council Trading Standards and the
Metropolitan Police.

He was previously convicted of offences of illegal
money lending and blackmail, and in October 2012
was sentenced to a total of three years in prison. 

His assets included three houses and over
£150,000 cash in his bank accounts. 

Basstoe ran the illegal business between January
2008 and the point of his arrest in February 2011,
threatening borrowers and forcing them to pay
back far and above what they borrowed. No
paperwork was ever given in respect of the 
illegal loans.

A typical interest payment would be £150 per
month, per £1000 borrowed until the whole amount
borrowed could be repaid in one lump sum. If
borrowers fell behind on payments, late charges
were added at £100 each day, meaning they fell
deeper into a spiral of debt. Sometimes this was
increased to £500 per day.

The first payment was often taken immediately, so
those who borrowed £5000, would actually only
receive £4250 but still be expected to pay back the
whole £5000. 

Three women aged 28, 32 and 55, together with
four men, two aged 28, and the others aged 29
and 57 respectively, have been arrested on
suspicion of illegal money lending. This follows
operations in Guisborough and Skelton.

Five suspected loan sharks to 
appear in court in Stockport

On 2nd September two men, one aged 52 the
other 33 and three women aged 54, 50 and 35
from Stockport were charged with illegal money
lending, following an investigation by the England
Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT). In addition
some of the suspects have been charged with
proceeds of crime offences.  

Four suspected loan sharks 
arrested following operations in 
Enfield and Essex

Four men aged 39, 37, 29, and 43 have been
arrested on suspicion of illegal money lending,
following operations in Enfield and Essex.
The England Illegal Money Lending Team working
in partnership with Enfield Trading Standards,
Essex Trading Standards, Essex Police and the
Metropolitan Police executed warrants at five
addresses seizing documents, a large amount of
cash and a substance believed to be drugs.

Seven suspected loan sharks 
arrested following operation in 
Redcar & Cleveland 
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Tenants might not be aware of support that is
available to them from local authorities and
charities if they are struggling to make ends meet.
Quite often councils, agencies and Credit Unions
can provide bonds or deposits but few people
realise this and can get into debt to move home
and start their new tenancy on a back-foot;
possibly even borrowing from a loan shark which is
a hidden and under reported problem. The team
held a national month of action in July and advised
people never to use a loan shark for rent money or
a deposit. Some of the highlights of the month
included:

In the West Midlands the campaign was run in
partnership with Homestamp, a partnership
consortium with a direct interest in private sector
housing, comprising of Local Authorities, the
private rented sector, universities, Police and Fire
Services. A poster campaign took place across the
local authorities customer service centres and
hostels. There was a relaunch of “A Free Guide to
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Private Tenants Given Advice On
Loan Sharks

A Wigan-based
charity The Brick
has stepped in to
help people in the
borough, working
with the Illegal
Money Lending
Team, Wigan
Trading Standards
and Unify Credit

Union. For the whole of July, The Brick helped to
raise awareness about loan sharks in the local
community and the action members of The Brick
designed a Stop Loan Sharks mosaic. The mosaic
will be displayed publically to warn others of the
dangers of using a loan shark.

Wigan Charity, The Brick, Joins 
The War On Illegal Money Lenders

Darlington gets the message

Stop Loan Sharks mosaic

Three suspected loan sharks
arrested following operations in
Swindon and Trowbridge

Three men have been arrested on suspicion of
illegal money lending, following operations in
Swindon and Trowbridge.

The England Illegal Money Lending Team working
in partnership with Swindon Borough Council
Trading Standards, Wiltshire Council Trading
Standards and Wiltshire Police executed warrants
at two addresses, arresting the three men and
seizing documents.

Renting Private Property” to ensure that tenants
know their rights and have all the information they
need to avoid getting into unmanageable debt,
especially with illegal money lenders. This guide can
be downloaded at http://homestamp.com/, and 
an event aimed at private landlords was held 
in November. 

A month-long campaign ran with local radio
interviews, training for front line staff and a leaflet
drop with 1200 flyers sent out to people living in
privately rented accommodation.
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Trading Standards Officers focused their efforts on
organising a leaflet drop by council Enforcement
Regulation Officers in the Lisson Grove area of the
Borough whilst leaflets were handed out to visitors
at the main council reception. The Citizens Advice
Bureau included an IMLT promotional blog on their
website and handed out leaflets to all visitors to
their offices. Tower Hamlets Healthy Options Team
also included a dedicated page on their council
website promoting the Private Sector week of
action campaign that spoke of reaching targeted
groups and evidencing how IMLT can support
victims.

Ill-gotten gains of £6,000 made by unscrupulous
loan sharks were  donated to a community project
which supports struggling families during the 
school holidays.

England’s Illegal Money Lending team  donated
the money to Ashram Housing Association’s
Holiday Kitchen, which provides family learning,
food and play activities during the summer holidays.
Long summer holidays are particularly demanding
on family finances as community holiday provision
is increasingly limited. Holiday Kitchen fills this gap
by providing breakfasts, lunches and lots of fun and
educational family activities that help promote
family well-being during the school holiday period.
Families across Birmingham, Sandwell and Solihull
learnt safer money skills as part of the play days
and families were warned of the dangers of 
loan sharks.

Ipswich choose the
best anti loan shark
projects
Organisations across
Ipswich were invited to
bid for Proceeds Of
Crime Act money. The
Illegal Money Lending
Team put forward £4000
worth of proceeds of
crime money. Suffolk

County Council Trading Standards added a further
£2200 with Sanctuary Housing pledging an
additional £1000 to extend some of the projects.
Ipswich Borough Council Officers supported the
delivery of the initiative. The winners attended a
reception hosted by the Mayor of Ipswich at Ipswich
Town Hall on Wednesday 24th September. More
than 600 votes were cast online and in person,
during an event held at the Big Multicultural Festival
at Alexandra Park, Ipswich on 31st August. Several
projects were funded with the overall winner being
Circle Housing Wherry  who will deliver six Money
Matters workshops to thirty residents (aged 16-25)
living in a young peoples supported housing Foyer
in Ipswich.

Sandwell Family Fun -
at Friar Park Millennium
Centre  on 6th
September the  Illegal
Money Lending Team
teamed up with Sandwell
Council, Fire Service,
Health For Living and
Pulse to inform residents

of the dangers of borrowing from loan sharks and
give general finance information. The day also
included DJs, childrens entertainment, football
coaching and free gym taster sessions. 
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Ipswich

Struggling families to benefit from
proceeds of crime cash

Friar Park

London Borough of Westminster
Warns Residents
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Residents 10 minute challenge
Residents across England were encouraged to take
the 10 minute challenge. This consisted of watching
a few short video clips and then answering some
questions. The IMLT teamed up with local
organisations to get the challenge out there via their
newsletters and social media links. Over 1,000
people entered the quiz with a resident from Dudley
winning the £100 of shopping vouchers. The runner
up prize of a goody bag went to a resident on the
Isle of Wight.

Salford Against Loan
Sharks Campaign
Salford City Council
together with Greater
Manchester Police,
England Illegal Money
Lending Team, Housing
providers, Salford Credit
Union, other statutory
partners and the
voluntary sectors,
celebrated the Launch of
“Salford Against Loan
Sharks” SALS.

The campaign is a result of years of hard work from
the Salford Financial Inclusion Group, to raise
awareness of loan sharks and the wider financial
impact it has on the communities of Salford. 
The aim of the campaign is twofold: to raise
awareness of Loan Sharks, how they operate and
how to report them and also to gather intelligence
to put more loan sharks before the courts.

Stoke cooks up
recipe for success 
Celebrating its first
year, Potteries Money
Wise and the CAB
produced a recipe
book aimed at
supporting residents.
The recipes are

designed for a family of four. The recipe book is
funded via the Illegal Money Lending Team, which
uses cash taken from loan sharks to benefit
community projects and warns against the dangers
of using loan sharks.

Police cadets get a
lesson in loan
sharking!
Police cadets from
Redditch were given a
valuable lesson in how
to spot loan sharks.
The aim of the cadets
is to support West
Mercia's strategy of
engagement with
young people. Cadets
engage in a

programme that offers them an opportunity to gain
a practical understanding of policing, develop their
spirit of adventure and good citizenship, while
supporting their local policing priorities through
volunteering, working with partner agencies and
positive participation in their communities. It’s
anticipated that the cadets will help spread the
word of how to report loan sharks through their
community work.

North Worcestershire
Cadets
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Struggling families to benefit from
proceeds of crime cash (continued)

Potteries Event

Salford Launch
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Wiltshire gets the message

Slough target older persons
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Training was provided for a number of organisations
including Age UK and Wiltshire Fire Service;
Greensquare Housing residents also undertook
training to enable them to help people in their
community be aware of the dangers of borrowing

from illegal lenders with posters going up in over 5
sheltered housing villages across Wiltshire.

Wiltshire Fire Service organised 3 events using
proceeds of crime money. A number of partnerships
attended each event giving advice and information to
older members of the community. These events took
place in Devizes and Salisbury and there was also an
event held in Swindon.

24/7 confidential hotline 0300 555 2222

Our second targeted
month saw work
undertaken
with the older
population to equip
them with the

knowledge of how to identify and report loan
sharks. Often the IMLT will get reports from
grandparents worried that their child or grandchild
has been borrowing from a loan shark; with this in
mind a month of action took place across England
in September to inform and educate this group.
Below are some of the highlights.

Bognor Older People Week of Action - In the
sunny South East, a week of awareness took place
in Bognor Regis with the aim of reaching Older
People and their families. The team mascot was out

and about on the high street and gave leaflets out,
along with West Sussex Trading Standards and
‘Albion in the Community’. Age UK Bognor Regis
successfully applied for some Proceeds of Crime
Act (POCA) money and will be running ‘Shark
Bingo’ in the New Year -  a bit of fun with a serious
underlying message. Businesses in the area,
including care homes, were given posters and
information for staff, and practitioners were given
training in the run up to the campaign.

Age Concern teamed up in Birmingham with the
IMLT to bring loan shark awareness to approximately
2,000 households, leaftlets giving a warning to
residents were delivered across the Hawkesley 
estate. On 1st October an open day was held at
Hawkesley Community Centre where residents were
given welfare advice and details of how to report
loan sharks.

Slough target older persons - Training was provided
for organisations including Age Concern, Slough
Borough Council Safeguarding employees, Slough
Police and Slough Citizens Advice Bureau.

Sid The Shark was out with partner organisations,
Slough Trading Standards, Slough Community
Wardens and Berkshire Community Savings and

Loans completing Community Quizzes with
members of the public at Langley Older Persons
drop-in, Langley Library and Harrow Market. 
Slough CAB also encouraged their service users to
join in as well.

Hire vehicles, Station CABs and A4 Taxis had large
print flyers displayed in their cabs and Slough
Licensing Team sent out publicity materials to all the
hackney carriage and private hire drivers in the city.

Older people taught about the dangers of loan sharks 
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London Borough of Brent & Harrow saw their Adult
Safeguarding Team, along with Citizens Advice
Bureau and Community Mental Health teams receive
training on how to spot the signs of illegal money
lenders who prey on vulnerable clients with advice
on how to support those clients to access support
and help. Workshops for vulnerable people on site at
housing schemes will be organised over the coming
months.

Housing and Homes in Havering who have more
than 5,000 properties organised an Older People
Conference community event. IMLT were present to
speak to the group, provide information and
guidance and man a stall with leaflets, posters and
free give-aways for Older people. We joined other
agencies who supported this particular client group
including Meals on Wheels, Age UK, Trading
Standards, CAB, Cancer Awareness, Sleepeeze
Shoes, Welfare Reform Team community wardens,
and the Pensioner’s Convention ran an article in 
their bulletin.

events to raise awareness of the dangers of using
loan sharks in a fun and informal way and at the
same time promote the benefits of saving and
affordable loans.

Bromsgrove residents get an early 
Christmas warning
Loan shark awareness week ran from 27th-31st
October, as local organisations urged residents not
to borrow from loan sharks. The Illegal Money
Lending Team worked with North East
Worcestershire Home-Start, the Safer Bromsgrove
Group, 6 Towns Credit Union and Trading Standards
to inform residents of the dangers of borrowing from
loan sharks. Local advice and information services
were also promoted. With Christmas just around the
corner, the partnership aimed to help residents
avoid the bite of loan sharks and show them that
other, more affordable options exist.

Campaign in 
Bromley with 
Affinity Sutton
Housing Association
Affinity Sutton, in
partnership with the
England Team and
Bromley Borough
Council, hosted a

‘stop loan sharks’ fortnight of action in the Cray
Valley area to raise awareness.

Training was delivered to front line staff, housing
association advice staff, credit union, sheltered
schemes and older people. A competition for school
children to design themselves as a superhero who
can stop loan sharks was held. The winning design
was from Courtney Bishop from Midfield School and
was announced during a family fun day on 30th
October in St Mays Cray and created into a
costume. Information stands were set up to offer
advice to the public and a social media campaign
was also launched.

Shropshire choose
winners
The IMLT worked with
Severnside Housing
to encourage groups
across the area to bid
for proceeds of crime
money. A total of
£3500 was given with

Severnside donating £500 towards the projects.
Voting took place on line and in person. The winners
a total of 11 projects, were funded. The bidders that
successfully met the criteria had an opportunity to
showcase their ideas on 20th August to residents at
the event at Central Baptist Church, Claremont
Street. Community Council of Shropshire polled the
most votes and they will use their funding to host

Shropshire Your Choice

Loan Shark Superhero
Competition

Training on how to spot the signs
of illegal money lenders 
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Loan shark James Sweeney pleaded guilty to a
charge of lending money without a licence contrary
to section 39(1) of the Consumer Credit Act 1974 at
Falkirk Sheriff Court on 12 November 2014. At the
hearing on 4 December 2014, he received a 160 hour
community payback order to be completed within 6
months, with a further confiscation hearing to be
held in January 2015.

Sweeney, aged 58, was initially detained in 2013 as a
result of a multi-agency operation between the
Scottish Illegal Money Lending Unit, Police Scotland
and Falkirk Council following the recovery of over
£2000 in cash and several payment books during a
search of the lender's home address.

Councillor Jim Blackwood, Falkirk Council’s
Spokesperson for Public Protection said: “Illegal
money lending hurts the most vulnerable in our
communities and it is good to see the authorities
clamp down on individuals who exploit people in
difficult circumstances. Help is always available via
our debt advice service who can offer practical
support and keep residents as far away as possible
from these vile individuals.”

Loan sharks may seem like a friend helping you out
but their attitude will soon change if the loan is not
repaid under their exacting conditions, often using
threats, intimidation and violence to get more money.

Fiona Richardson of Trading Standards Scotland
which manages the Illegal Money Lending Unit said
“Illegal money lending is an issue that continues to
affect our communities, particularly as we approach
the Christmas period. I would urge anyone
considering using an unauthorised lender to cope
with the  expense of Christmas, to think about the
longer term implication this will have. We would
encourage anyone that is aware of an unauthorised
money lender operating in their area to report them”

Detective Inspector Kevin Carr of Forth Valley
Division Police Scotland said: "This operation was
the first time we worked locally with the Scottish
Illegal Money Lending Unit and we will continue to
do so in a bid to keep the most vulnerable members
of our communities safe."

Loan Shark sentenced following operation in Grangemouth

The winners of the Stop Loan Sharks National
Champions Awards 2014 were announced at a
ceremony in Cardiff City Hall.

The award celebrated the fantastic work being done
in communities across the whole of Wales to help
prosecute loan sharks and write off illegal debt.

Six teams were recognised for their outstanding
contribution to help prosecute loan sharks and

awarded with £1000 – money that otherwise would
have been in a loan shark’s pocket – to spend on
raising awareness of illegal money lending.

Caerphilly Supporting People Team was awarded for
their promotional events throughout Caerphilly
County Council and arranging for WIMLU to train a
high percentage of relevant staff and for their support
of loan shark victims. Their prize money will be spent

Wales bites back at loan sharks - Stop Loan Sharks
National Champions Awards 2014
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• Amount of debt written off - over £62 million

• Prison sentences – over 205 years.

• Victims assisted - 24,907

• Number of prosecutions – 321

Latest Statistics To report a loan shark

Call the 24/7 confidential hotline 0300 555 2222

Text ‘loan shark + your message’ to 60003

E-mail reportaloanshark@stoploansharks.gov.uk

Twitter www.twitter.com/loansharknews

Facebook
www.facebook.com/stoploansharksprojectProtecting Consumer

Safeguarding Businesses

NATIONAL
TRADING
STANDARDS

on making a short film about illegal lending, WIMLU
and affordable credit.

Caerphilly and Blaenau Gwent CAB won the award
for their partnership working with WIMLU. This
involved incorporating the work of WIMLU into
training courses relating to financial
exclusion/capability. They also referred two new
cases to WIMLU and helped to support the victims
in these cases. Their £1000 will be spent on
devising a role play to be used at Communities First
run youth clubs to illustrate the nature and reality of
illegal lending.

Rhondda Cynon Taff Citizens’ Advice Bureau
scooped the award for arranging training for all 
staff and volunteers and for assisting WIMLU 
with providing support to loan shark victims. 
Their £1000 will be spent on running a month long
publicity campaign. 

Housing Services within Yns Mon County Council
were celebrated for raising awareness within
council departments and arranging for WIMLU to
run training sessions for staff and partner
organisations. They have also raised awareness at a
succession of public events and in newsletters
distributed to 3800 homes. The £1000 will be spent

on a campaign entitled ‘Scared of the cost of
Christmas?’ aimed at workless families.

Community Housing Cymru were awarded for
producing radio and TV advertisements in
partnership with WIMLU. A campaign was launched
at a high profile event at the Senedd. Their prize
money will be spent on a shark costume and
promotional materials for events and roadshows.

Stephen Grey, The Wales Illegal Money Lending
Unit (WIMLU) Manager, said: “The money that we
are awarding to these teams today comes directly
from the seized assets of the loan sharks so we are
taking the profits from the criminals and giving it
back to the organisations that help us catch them.”

“The teams are focussed across communities in
Wales so we rely heavily on them to engage with
the members of the public who are in desperate
situations across the length and breadth of Wales.”  

“Today is an important day to thank our partners for
their continued support and the invaluable work
they carry out in their communities. Our work is
reliant on intelligence and by working with our
partners we can continue to prosecute loan sharks
while providing support and guidance to the victims
of this crime.”

24/7 confidential hotline 0300 555 2222
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