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Retford Town Centre Partnership Board (RTCPB) meeting 

Thursday 13th March 2025, 10am-12noon 

 Update 

A number of initiatives were discussed: 

YOUTH CAFÉ  

Work is continuing to help to deliver a youth café in Retford Town Centre between the hours of 
3.30pm and 6pm. Capital funding is available, but not revenue, so appropriately certified and 
trained staffing is required, in sufficient numbers, at an adequate location.  

Discussions have taken place with various locations including Retford Young People’s Centre, St 
Swithun’s Church, and The Bridge Church, without success. Further discussions are planned 
with the Hub Network. 

MARKETING AND COMMS SUB-GROUP UPDATE (‘Discover Retford’)  

New ‘Discover Retford’ branding, focused on the key elements of: ‘Friendly,’ ‘Historic,’ and 
‘Market town’ are to be used. A ‘Discover Retford’ website is currently being developed, which is 
to be followed by a wider Bassetlaw-wide website/programme. 

‘Things to do,’ and ‘What’s on’ will be part of initial website; ‘Shop and Eat’ experiences, and 
‘Where to ‘Stay’ will be added afterwards to create a directory. 

Z-cards are to be located around the district including a map, and details around branding.  

Advertising will be carried out at railway stations at Lincoln, Doncaster, Retford, Sheffield, and 
Newark. 

Photography and filming have taken place across businesses in Retford with more to be carried 
out in May. 

Merchandise – Discover Retford branded jute shopping bags to be given to independent retailers 
(to be handed out to shoppers) 

Security Subgroup update 

Tree trimming works are to be carried out by NCC/VIA before the end of March. 

Security radios are being ordered for radios for Retford Town Centre independent businesses 
who have confirmed their willingness to take part with Retford Business Forum  

Lighting on Carolgate and Market Square is being addressed by Bassetlaw District Council 
(BDC) and Nottinghamshire County Council  

Lighting/CCTV on route to the station and around Town Lock is being assessed and costed. 

The repair of the rise-and-fall bollard in the Chancery Lane entrance to the Market Square is 
being assessed and costed. 

Police have recorded nineteen shop thefts in the past month. 

NNBID attends Nottinghamshire Business Crime Reduction Partnership: homeless issue, and 
unlicensed vendor, being dealt with 
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NNBID is in contact with the Police & Crime Commissioner and MP about town centre security 
in Worksop and Retford 

A nighttime economy audit will be carried out in the near future. 

PUBLIC REALM Subgroup update 

Evaluation and moderation of the tenders submitted during the procurement process to assess 
the street furniture requirements (replacement seats, benches, bins, and repainting) have taken 
place with Welland Procurement. Report at next Board meeting 

The landscaping proposals were approved by the Board, based on provisional quotes, not 
including plants. Five potential companies have been sourced for landscaping and quotations 
will be sought and assessed in time for the next meeting. 

RETFORD MARKET/TOWN HALL UPDATE  

A vacant market stall has been set up in the new specification with white and racing green 
covers and skirts for view by public/market traders.  

Markets team will continue to work on a layout for the market. 

Renovation works are to be carried out in the Buttermarket, starting on-site in June. All rooms 
within the Town Hall will be closed during the works. 

The Craft Market will go ahead in March, April, May and the BDC Markets Team is working with 
the crafters on a potential alternative location. No firm guarantees can currently be given about 
the Christmas Market 


