
Bassetlaw District Council's
Clarborough/Hayton Future Development 

Questionnaire
This document reflects an ongoing dialogue with Bassetlaw District Council. A number of 
e-mail exchanges between Greg Herdman and Richard Schofield of Bassetlaw District 
Council have yielded the following:

2nd February 2011
Richard amended his deadline for return of Questionnaires to May/June given that the next 
stage of the consultation process is scheduled for October.
It was also agreed that Richard would work with Greg Herdman to compile an article for 
the next (Summer) issue of Clarborough & Welham Newsletter to expand on this whole 
planning process.It was noted that Clarborough & Welham Parish Council is currently 
endeavouring to organise a public meeting to air the issues still outstanding from the 2007 
flooding event.

1st February 2011
Richard said that the deadline for return of the Questionnaire had been left open because 
it was effectively October 2011. This means that any intended returns would be taken into 
account.

His much longer response regarding the lack of flooding information on the map attached 
to the questionnaire was more convoluted. Apparently the Area at risk of Flooding shown 
on the map only refers to fluvial (i.e. river) flooding, not that associated with drainage and 
other run off waters. I maintain that this is at least misleading since few of us who are non-
specialist would understand the term and at worst could actually skew responses to the 
questionnaire since it could imply that Clarborough had no flooding issues.
This dialogue continues and Richard has promised to provide an article for the next 
Clarborough & Welham Newsletter to elaborate on the whole issue.

31st January 2011

The Questionnaire, received in late January 2011, has a number of deficiencies, at least 
one of which is purely administrative (item 1 below) but the other is much more serious – 
and frankly, inexplicable. I reproduce here (italics) the e-mail that I sent (31 Jan 
2011/12:53) to Bassetlaw's contact (future.plans@bassetlaw.gov.uk) provided on the 
covering letter to the above pack.

Good afternoon, 
This initial contact focuses on two very specific aspects of the above 'pack' received last  
week: 

1) Nowhere in the printed document does there appear to be a 'return by' date. 

2) The attached map, which has a 2010 date, makes absolutely no reference to the  
flooding event of July, 2007 which caused significant damage to local properties, revised  
construction schedule for the new Primary School together with defensive landscaping  
work to deflect water from the new school site as well as significant disruption to transport  
in the area. 



With regard to item 2), records for the 20th century show that flooding in the area had  
previously been officially recorded in 1973 (16 July), 1958 (2 July), 1947 (18 March), 1932  
(23 May), 1927 (22 December) and 1912 (26 August) so how the map attached to the  
above Development Questionnaire was compiled requires some explanation. 

A copy of this e-mail has been forwarded to District Councillor Kath Sutton and also  
County Councillor Liz Yates. We also intend to post a copy of the above information on our  
community website (www.clarborough-welham.org.uk) and refer to your considered  
opinions on these matters in the summer issue of Clarborough & Welham Newsletter.  
Please note deadline for this publication is currently 4th April, 2011. 

Best regards 

Greg Herdman

It might make sense for any residents intending to respond to this questionnaire to either 
await clarification of the above points, which will be published on this site as soon as 
available, or to pursue these issues on their own behalf with Parish, District or County 
Councillors.

It should be noted that the flooding dates quoted above were taken from official 
Clarborough School Log Books that were used by Greg Herdman to create edited 
transcripts during 2008.


