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Minutes of the Clarborough & Welham Parish Council meeting held at 7pm on Monday 28th June 2021 in 

the Clarborough Village Hall, Main Street, Clarborough 

Present:  Cllr Gibson (Chair), Cllr Willcock, Cllr Palfreman and Cllr Weingaertner 

Others:  Mrs Davies (Clerk) District Cllr Ben Sofflet and members of the public 

The Chair went through the Covid 19 assessment before starting the meeting. 

1982/21 To receive and approve apologies for absence  

Apologies and reasons were received and Cllr Willcock proposed to approve; this was 

seconded by Cllr Weingaertner and resolved by the Council. 

1983/21 To receive any Declaration of Interest in any items on the agenda 

  No Declaration of Interests received. 

At this point the Clerk reported that Cllr Willcock has signed his Declaration of Office which 

has been counter signed by the Clerk prior to the meeting. 

1984/21 To suspend the meeting for open session for members of the public to speak and to 

receive reports from the District & County Councillors and PCSO Airey  

PC Airey was not present but had submitted his police report for the Councillors to view 

District Councillor Ben Sofflet reported on the full District Council meeting. It was noted 

that the Clarborough car wash change of use planning application has been withdrawn; 

however it is still operating. 

Greg Herdman reported that it is the National Heritage Days on 19th September; a very 

interesting theme this year – edible England which he will be involved in. Information will 

be posted on the village website. 

The Newsletter is under some pressure due to the reduction in numbers of advertiser 

 County Councillor Tracey Taylor will be joining the meeting later. 

1985/21 To approve the minutes of the meeting held 3rd May 2021 

Cllr Willcock proposed to accept the minutes of the meeting held 3rd May 2021 as a true 

record; this was seconded by Cllr Palfreman and resolved by the Council. 

1986/21 To receive updates on any actions from the previous meeting 

 Min No. 1968/21 – Cllr Willcock has met with the Tree Officer and he has now 

received a report. This will be but on an autumn agenda to discuss further when 

the actions can be put into place 

 Min No. 1970/21 – Cllr Willcock reported that that the Tiln Lane, Bigsby Road 

development application went to the Planning Inspector; the appeal was refused  

due to highways, traffic and landscape characters 

 Min 1975/21 – Cllr Willcock’s surname was incorrectly typed.  
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There was a report on the footpath grant application; part of it was dealing with 

the fact that the existing route that is now used, is not legal and there is a legal line 

that everyone should have been using that has been proved as being nonsense. In 

1977 Bassetlaw District Council planned to build on the land and they drew the 

new route plans for the new footpath; this is the one that County Council were 

 arguing about. However, someone didn’t follow through with the paper word so 

they removed the then existing line of the footpath from the maps but didn’t put a 

new line in. So for 44 years there has been no legal footpath across the land. This 

has only just been discovered because the Parish Council has wanted to do 

something about it.  

This means that when the Parish Council owes the land; it can approve the 

footpath and then after filling in forms; it will be designated an official footpath. 

 Min 1979/21 – Cllr Willcock reported that he has not yet reported the faded yellow 

lines outside the pub; but he will report it. 

 Min 1972/21 – The Chair reported that the laptop and printer have been disposed 

of and the Clerk will make use of the shedder 

 Min 1979/21 – The Chair reported that Steve Banks will be the new Rights of Way 

Warden and invited to the next meeting 

 

The Chair is monitoring the quad bikes using the footpath; there is currently a 

branch laid across the path which has helped stop the quad bikes. 

The Chair reported the 30 mph speed signs on Smeath Lane are still the same 

1987/21 To receive the Internal Audit Report for 2020-21 

The Clerk circulated copies of the Internal Audit Report for the Councillors to consider; 

there were no issues raised. 

Cllr Weingaertner proposed to accept the Internal Audit Report; this was seconded by Cllr 

Palfreman and resolved by the Council. 

1988/21 To consider and approve the Annual Governance Statements for 2020-21 

The Clerk circulated copies of the Annual Governance Statements for the Councillors to 

consider. 

Cllr Willcock proposed to approve the responses given by the Councillors; this was 

seconded by Cllr Palfreman and resolved by the Council. 

1989/21 To consider and approve the Accounting Statements and reports for 2020-21 

The Clerk circulated copies of the Accounting Statements and reports to the Councillors to 

consider. 

Cllr Weingaertner proposed to approve the Accounting Statements and reports; this was 

seconded by Cllr Willcock and resolved by the Council. 
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1990/21 To approve the Certificate of Exemption from Limited Assurance Review  

The Clerk circulated copies of the Certificate of Exemption for the Councillors to consider 

after confirming that the Parish Council fits the criteria of no income or expenditure over 

£25,000. 

Cllr Palfreman proposed to approve the application for a Certificate of Exemption as above; 

this was seconded by Cllr Willcock and resolved by the Council. 

1991/21 To set the dates for the Notice of Public Rights  

The Clerk has set the dates for the Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Annual 

Governance & Accountability Return (Exempt Authority) of 1st July 2021 to 11th August 

2021. 

Cllr Weingaertner proposed to accept the above dates; this was seconded by Cllr Willcock 

and resolved by the Council. 

1992/21 To receive reports from any other meetings attended 

The Chair attended the Central Bassetlaw Forum and will forward the minutes to the 

Councillors when he receives them. 

1993/21 To receive play area inspection reports 

The Chair has carried out two inspections with no actions required. The Clerk reported that 

she is organising the independent play area inspection to take place. 

1994/21 To consider planning applications below and note any planning correspondence 

Application: 21/00658/FUL 
Proposal: New replacement dwelling 
Location: Plumtree Cottage, Big Lane, Clarborough 
Consideration: No objections 
 
Application: 21/00659/FUL 
Proposal: Conversion of outbuildings to rentable accommodation 
Location: Plumtree Cottage, Big Lane, Clarborough 
Considerations: No objections 

 
Application: 21/00739/HSE 
Proposal: Erect single storey rear extension 
Location: 8 Church Lane, Clarborough 
Consideration: No objections 
 
Application: 21/00698/COU 
Proposal: Change of use from public house with flat above to a four bedroom residential 
dwelling 
Location: The Gate Inn, Smeath Lane, Clarborough 
Consideration: No objections – comment to query the small car park area. 
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Application: 21/00793/HSE 
Proposal: Erect detached garage 
Location: Quarterhouse at Welham Hall, Little Gringle Lane, Welham 
Consideration: No objections 

 
Street Naming application: 
 
Application: 21/00076/REVPRP 
Location: Marlyn, Main Street,  Welham 
Proposal: Revised property name from Marlyn to Summerfield, Main Street, Welham 
Consideration: No objections 
 

Cllr Weingaertner proposed not to make any objections as listed below; this was seconded 

by Cllr Palfreman and resolved by the Council. 

Correspondence received – reminder to respond to the draft Bassetlaw Local Play 2020-

2037. Cllr Willcock will read through the consultation to see if any areas are relevant to 

Clarborough and Welham. 

At this point County Councillor Tracey Taylor joined the meeting and gave her report. 

 The Annual meeting was held and the two work streams that came out is the 

Declaration of Planning Changing Emergency in Nottinghamshire; this is intended 

as an acknowledgment of the need to do something and not to leave it for others 

to do it.  

 The County Council’s approach to greening to reducing single use plastics in its 

corporate activities. Also to review the real estate and to try to improve the heat 

efficiency, whether by carbon offsetting, or improving shedding the estate and 

having better buildings. A carbon neutral date has been set for 2030. 

 The second one was to address the way that the County Council does the highways 

work; a cross party review to the approach highways maintenance. 

 With respect to Cllr Avery’s flood report, Cllr Taylor has spoken with Graham Smith 

today regarding Cllr Avery’s comment that there is no recent update on the 

engineer’s solutions. Mr Smith reported that he and Cllr Avery do have contact 

regularly. The Parish Council’s project has now been entered onto the Environment 

Agencies next six year program which is from 2021 to 2027. The responsibility to 

see the project through lies with the County Council. 

1995/21 To approve payment of limestone for the installation of the kissing gate 

Cllr Weingaertner proposed to approve expenses for the installation of the kissing gate plus 

additional bollards/post/cement for the Parish Pasture entrance of £277.05. This was 

seconded by Cllr Palfreman and resolved by the Council. 

1996/21 Finances - to approve payments and receive financial updates as of 31st May 2021 

The Clerk circulated copies of the April and May finances, bank statements and budget 

figures for the Councillors to view. 
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Cllr Willcock proposed to accept the above finances and approved the following payments; 

this was seconded by Cllr Palfreman and resolved by the Council. 

1) Isle of Axholme & North Notts Water Level Management Board rates £2.58 (2176) 
2) Holmes Groundcare Maintenance  2 April cuts £418.36 (2177) 
3) D Savill – Internal Audit £50.00 (2178) 
4) Parish Clerk’s June wage £210.00 (SO) 

 
5) P Gibson – re imbursement of  various expenses £299.00 (2179) 

This includes items approved under agenda item 1995/21 

6) CDCA – Pat testing some items belonging to the council £30.00 (2180) 
7) The May and June Holmes Groundcare Maintenance grass cuts were approved in 

advance. 
 

1997/21 To consider the Grounds Maintenance contract 

The Chair went through the Grounds Maintenance contract review which includes an 

addition cut on Little Lane up to the school gate. For an estimated 15 grass cuts per season, 

on a three year contract; the price would be £3,000. 

Cllr Weingaertner proposed to extend the contract for a further three years as above; this 

was seconded by Cllr Palfreman and resolved by the Council.  The Chair signed the 

contract. 

1998/21 To consider the Queen’s Green Canopy Project 

  Cllr Willcock gave his report on Celebrating VE75 and the Platinum Anniversary as below: 

As I have previously reported, following the cancellation of all VE75 celebrations last year 

the organising group has decided that we will transfer celebrations to the extended Bank 

Holiday weekend of 2 to 5 June 2022 to mark the Platinum (70th) Anniversary of the 

coronation of The Queen.  We shall again collaborate with Hayton Parish Council. 

Green Canopy Project - The Queen is a very keen supporter of the planting of trees around 

the world – what she has called ‘The Green Canopy Project’.  This is being encouraged as 

part of the Platinum Jubilee.  You may remember Prince Charles making a joke about a 

‘Jubi-tree’!!  The slogan is – ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’.  I would like to see the Parish take 

part in this.  Trees are available via the Woodland Trust, from where we have obtained 

trees before.  These will be free and will be the small 60cm tall ‘whips’.  These are 

supposed to have the best survival rate. 

I would suggest that we are ambitious and attempt to plant a tree for every resident in the 

Parish – that is approximately 1,100 people.  These would not be for planting on the 

Pasture but around the Parish more widely.  We would need the co-operation of individual 

residents, local landowners, Nottinghamshire County Council Highways (Via), Bassetlaw 

District Council etc.   We may even get some finance from them or others for some larger 

trees.   

Beacon - I have been contacted by the ‘Pageant Master’ who oversees this type of event.  

He organised the national plans for VE75.  He has also organised previous Beacon Lighting.  

He is again asking that we light our Beacon, this time to mark the Platinum Anniversary in 
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2022.  Although June isn’t the best of months to light the Beacon, as the light nights make 

the flames less effectively seen.  Despite this I would request that we do join in this plan. 

Cllr Willcock then proposed that the Parish Council Registers for the Beacon Lighting in 

conjunction with other national and local events; for the Platinum Celebrations of Her 

Majesty The Queen and that we look into the viability of planting 1,100 trees in the Parish 

as part of those same celebrations. This was seconded by the Chair and resolved by the 

Council. 

1999/21 To approve the Parish Council website 

Cllr Willcock previously circulated a document regarding the Parish Council having its own 

website.  

Following further discussions, the proposals were as follows: 

1) Cllr Willcock proposed that the Parish Council should provide a public website with 

content restricted to Parish Council issues; this was seconded by the Chair and 

resolved by the Council. 

2) Cllr Weingaertner proposed to adopt the domain name of                   

‘clarboroughandwelham-pc.org.uk’; this was seconded by Cllr Palfreman and 

resolved by the Council. 

3) Cllr Willcock proposed to use a website builder called Hugo Fox; this was seconded 

by Cllr Palfreman and resolved by the Council. 

4) The Chair proposed that the Parish Council build’s its own website with Cllr Paul 

Willcock carrying out the build; this was seconded by Cllr Weingaertner and 

resolved by the Council. 

5) Cllr Weingaertner proposed to ask the Clerk to be Web Mistress, with Cllr Willcock 

as her deputy until the website is fully functional; this was seconded by Cllr 

Palfreman and resolved by the Council. 

6) Cllr Willcock proposed that the content for the suggested Parish Council website 

should be based around the document published to Councillors and that this 

content be reviewed and amended as and when necessary. The Chair asked for this 

to be considered at another meeting. 

2000/21 To receive update on the gifting of the Parish Pasture 

The Chair reported that he has received an email from the solicitor; stating that Bassetlaw 

District Council has signed the papers at its end. The Chair and Cllr Willcock signed the 

Parish Council’s pages last week; which was witnessed by the Clerk. The Chair then took 

the signed paperwork back to the solicitors and a telephone call has been arranged with 

the solicitor just to go through the paperwork next Wednesday.   

Cllr Willcock reported that it has been four years 4 months and 12 days on the day of 

signing the paperwork, since the negotiations started! 
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2001/21 To receive update from the Parish Pasture Group and consider/approve associated 

expenses  

  Cllr Willcock gave the following report: 

The very hot weather has prevented much work being done.  I have advised our regular 

helpers not to do their usual work on a number of occasions on Health & Safety grounds. 

Scrapes - The scrape which was refilled in March has been a mass of plants with one 

dominating.  However, others are there just awaiting their turn to flower! 

Despite complete lack of action, the largest scrape has a good crop of Ox-eye Daisies and 

some Yellow Rattle.  The Ox-eye looks strange as they are all single stem! 

Footpath - Our new helpers, Linda and Tony Beech have done sterling work on completely 

renewing the path with chippings.  Some of the hardcore used to fill in the base of several 

footpath gates around the Parish has been used at the south end of the footpath to make a 

better slope as entrance to the Pasture. 

Trees - The 12 Hazel trees which line each end of the footpath have had the plastic tree 

guards removed and individual stakes put in as support.   

Unfortunately, on Monday 14 June, I had a report at 8.30 pm of damage to some of these 

trees.  3 trees at the northern (canal) end of the footpath had about 60 cm broken off the 

top.  This now makes 4 out of the six damaged as one was damaged in the same way last 

year.  In addition, a Wild Cherry tree fairly near these 3 was also broken off.  This is set 

further from the path so it was not a ‘passing act’ as the Hazel damage ‘might’ have been.  

This was all deliberate vandalism!! 

  It does make me wonder why we bother! 

 Meadow - The eastern side of the footpath has been mown (or is that mowed?).  This 

regular mowing was started last year in answer to the Wild Oats problem which had 

developed in 2019.  On the western side of the footpath the infestation was lower so I 

strimmed out the patches which grew each week.  However, it has been interesting to note 

that neither side of the Pasture has seen the regrowth of the Wild Oates so far this year.  

Perhaps the mowing and strimming has worked?  But we will keep a close watch on it 

through this growing season.   

There are number of wildflowers amongst the grass and we are asking users to keep out of 

the meadow (the longer grass), and keep their dogs out, to allow these to thrive and seed.  

We have Sainfoin, Red Clover, White Clover, Ox-Eye Daisies, Yellow Rattle, Buttercups, 

Plantain, Vetch, Red Campion and White Campion so far, plus a number not yet identified. 

  It is nice to see this developing year by year. 

Despite harvesting many thousands of Poppy seeds locally and later scattering them on the 

meadow not a single Poppy has shown this year.   
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Community Orchard - A report on progress with developing the Orchard will be dealt with 

by Cllr Avery 

 Finance 

1. It is intended to continue the process of removing the green plastic tree guards where 
the trees are robust enough.  This will take place over the next few months.  We will 
need to purchase new stakes and tree labels at a cost of about £150.  This expenditure 
was included in our budget projection for 2021/2022.  
 

2. Whilst mowing paths to the Memorial Seat, and around the seat, I damaged my own 
lawn mower.  I have had it repaired but would like to take the repair cost of £32.90 out 
of the Pasture budget. 
 

3. There was been a burglary from the garages in Gill Green some weeks ago.  CCTV 
footage has shown suspicious car activity at the south end of the Pasture on the same 
date.  To avoid any repeat of this we would like to install some posts which would 
allow access to the allotments but prevent any vehicle access to the development land 
or the Pasture.  A moveable barrier would allow access for tractor work on the Pasture. 

 

This will cost about £100 for 75x75 mm posts + bags of Post crete.  It can be taken from 

the ‘Contingency’ part of the Budget. 

  Proposal 

Cllr Willcock asked if he could be reimbursement £32.90 for repairs to his lawnmower 

which was damaged whilst carrying out work on the path. To approve extra cost for extra 

posts in order to prevent vehicle access from that end of the Parish Pasture (with the 

exception of access to the allotments) 

The Chair proposed to approve the repair and additional costs; this was seconded by Cllr 

Weingaertner and resolved by the Council. 

2002/21 To receive update on the Mayflower Community Orchard  

  Cllr Avery submitted the following report in his absence. 

The creation of the orchard was delayed last year by the Corona Virus and by a lack of 

access to water. The water problem has been resolved. 

It is hoped that a planting of fruit trees can take place in October or November 2021. In 

addition, the commitments given, as part of winning a financial grant from the 

Communities Team, to create an area for educational opportunities as well as information 

about the orchard will need to be honoured. 

Hopefully, action by the group of enthusiasts will deliver these objectives and win 

community engagement. 

If Parish Councillors have anyone they know who would like to get involved with the 

orchard and the Parish Pasture please let Cllr Paul Willcock or Cllr Avery know. 
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2003/21 To receive update on the Flood Prevention and Flood Management Strategy 

Cllr Avery submitted the following report in his absence. 

 

Progress - The Natural Flood Management (NFM) initiatives continue to be put in place. 

We hope, by the end of March 2022 to have a list of the interventions so that they can be 

monitored and checked for maintenance in future years. 

Plans for holding reservoirs on The Baulk have been reversed by the presence of a water 

main. Alternatives are under consideration. 

 

Information from NCC which explains the responsibilities of riparian owners has been 

placed on the community website and appeared in full in the last edition of the newsletter, 

thanks to the Editor. 

 

Stalled - The plan to write an Emergency Plan remains stalled because of the volume of 

work required both to create the plan and then to maintain the information and services it 

could incorporate.  A pro-forma plan is available both from the Nottinghamshire County 

Council and the Environment Agency. 

 

In the first instance we plan to create a simple statement of emergency contact 

information and a record of the store of equipment outside the village hall and access to it. 

 

Flood Wardens - The Flood Wardens have had various discussions and have drafted a 

statement about their responsibilities and role. This is attached for the Parish Council to 

debate and hopefully to endorse. The Flood Wardens consider the extent and the 

limitations of their role need to be understood and agreed. 

 

The statement also, in brief, sets out the areas of work the Flood Wardens are addressing 

but some are more immediate than others. 

 

Engineered scheme - There has been no information from NCC about progress in 

development of the scheme to divert flood waters from Church Lane and Main Street, 

Clarborough away from the course of Howbeck through the village and, using a culvert, to 

the flood plain on the opposite side of the canal.  

This will be followed up with the Flood Team. 

2004/21 To report any Highways/Rights of Way or Service Faults 

 Fallen trees reported on Little Lane and across a path off Howbeck Lane 

 Resurface of Hillview Cres – the resurface work on the road has worn away 

already: Highways were supposed to be monitoring the surface, it will be a year in 

July that this work was carried out 

 The overgrown hedge at the bottom of Howbeck Lane requires cutting 
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2005/21 To receive any correspondence or information for future agenda items 

  Items put forward for the next agenda: 

 Website – expenditure/logo 

 VE75 and the Platinum Jubilee 

2006/21 Time and date of the next Parish Council Meeting  

The next Parish Council meeting will be held Monday 26th July 2021 7pm at the 

Clarborough Village Hall, Main Street, Clarborough. 

   

 
 


