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Minutes of the meeting held 26th July 2021       Signed:     P Gibson            Date: 6th September 21 

Minutes of the Clarborough & Welham Parish Council meeting held at 7pm on Monday 26th July 2021 in the 

Clarborough Village Hall, Main Street, Clarborough. 

Present: Cllr Gibson (Chair), Cllr Baines and Cllr Done 
Others: Mrs Davies (Clerk) District Councillor Ben Sofflet, County Councillor Tracey Taylor and 

members of the public 
 
  The Chair went through the Covid assessment. 
 
2007/21 To receive and approve apologies for absence  
  Apologies received from Cllr Weingaertner, Cllr Willcock and Cllr Avery. 
 

Cllr Baines proposed to approve the above apologies and reasons, this was seconded by 
Cllr Done and resolved by the Council. 

 
2008/21 To receive any Declaration of Interest in any items on the agenda 
  No declaration of interests received. 
 
2009/21 To suspend the meeting for open session for members of the public to speak and to 

receive reports from the District & County Councillors and PCSO Airey  
  

District Councillor Ben Sofflet gave his District Council report: 

 Confirmed that Covid testing is still available in Retford 

 The car wash operation in Clarborough is still working despite the planning 
application has been refused 

 A delegation is to be received of a Native American tribe who met the Pilgrims 
when they landed; events from 20th-25th September will be taking place. 

 If you are a Bassetlaw housing tenant then there is an online conference taking 
place on the following Wednesday 

 
County Councillor Tracy Taylor gave her County report: 
The Full County Council meeting was held last week; there were three particular debates, 
two of which are of national issues in which they expressed an issue of concern; 

 Firstly, the  miner’s work pension scheme where the issue of whether or not the 
government was taking a slice which would be better to be given to the mine 
workers themselves; 

 Secondly, a national consultation is out on whether to increase the age of which 
free prescriptions are given from 60 years old to 66 years old; 

 Thirdly, to pursue a devolution deal for the East Midlands 
 

Following on from the last Parish Council meeting and local specific issues; Cllr Taylor spoke 
to County about the highway safety issue on Gypsy Corner because of the fencing of the 
barriers – this is ongoing. 

  
Flood management –Cllr Taylor has spoken to Graham Smith and Josh Wells and reported 
that the natural flood management work is still on going. On the engineered side of things 
it was suggested that they give an update every 3-6 months for the agenda rather than 
monthly 

 
Information relating to the right of way at gate inn; Cllr Taylor understood that Neil Lewis 
the Senior Officer has been in touch with the Chair. 
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Mr Herdmen reported on the opening of the village hall from 21st June; 70-75% of the 
weekly groups have returned; several activities are still pending. The newsletter has lost 
support from some advertisers which will be a financial loss. 

 
  PCSO Airey’s report had previously circulated around the Councillors. 
 
  Residents: 

 Overgrown hedge on Big Lane – the Chair has reported 

 Smeath Lane amount of heavy traffic – Cllr Taylor made a note of this to take back 
to Country & the Chair said he would talk to edf. 

 
A resident asked the Parish Council what can be done to establish a right of way off the old 
car park at the Gate Inn onto the canal tow path which has been used for many years.  
 
The Chair reported that following on from the approval of the planning application to the 
change of use for The Gate Inn pub to a dwelling; barriers were erected to prevent people 
accessing the pub car park which was being used to access the canal from the car park. 
  
When the Chair saw the barriers and bearing in mind that the Parish Council is involved 
with maintain rights of way, although it is not recognised as a right of way, the law does 
say that if you have been using a path or access for more than 20 years and you have not 
been challenged or blocked, then you can apply for a right of way. The Chair contacted Neil 
Lewis Senior Officer for Rights of Way he confirmed that if it is has been used unchallenged 
or blocked purely to access the canal not to use to go to the pub then an application for a 
rights of way could be used. However, about 10 years ago the car park was barriered off 
when the pub was being refurbished; therefore there was an interruption in those 20 years 
which may be an issue. 
 
If people will demonstrate that they have used it over that period of time or longer then a 
rights of way application can go to the County Council to consider. The owners of the Gate 
Inn would be notified and once that application is still being considered and any other 
planning application that was put forward for the car park; then the County Council could 
suggest to the development to include a right of way in with the application. There would 
not be any guarantee that a right of way would be given even if the Parish Council went 
forward with an application. What is required to put ad application in is at least 12 
members of the public to fill a form in to state that they have used that access over 20yr or 
more and why they have used it etc. 
 
The Chair then asked the members of the public if they would like the Parish Council to 
pursue a right of way across the car park from Smeath Lane to the canal? 
 
At this point the Chair asked in anyone didn’t want the Council to pursue this application; 
at this point the owner of the Gate Inn introduced himself and said he was just there to 
listen. 
  
A resident raised a couple of points; the site has been assessed around 250 years from 
when it was a wharf. The only other access is down some steep steps which anyone with a 
wheel chair or push bike would struggle. The access for everyone would be a real issue if 
the access would be denied. 
 
Other comments - this is a canal side village and there should be a place that everyone 
regardless of ability should be able to access the canal. A path for the future generations 
and this generation and everybody will be very thankful. The improvement of the steep 
steps couldn’t previously take place due to the amount of space required. 
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Councillor Tracey Taylor comments – in terms of process because she has no preference 
one way or the other; she has respect for the villagers that would like the access and also 
respect for the house holders who live there as  this is there land and home. The sort of 
things spoken about in terms of access has no weight in planning law in this context. If you 
are looking at what does it take to establish a right if way and to prove it to go through 
process, no one would be under any compulsion to create an accessible route purely 
because has one does not exist elsewhere. 
 
Cllr Taylor gave some further information and it was noted that Government has a deadline 
of 2026 to log any claims. There is a big back log of claims at the moment it is could be 10 
years before the council’s claim is looked at. 
 

  The Chair then closed the public session and reconvened the Council meeting. 
   

At this point the Chair brought forward agenda item 9 to discuss 
 
2010/21  To consider an application to claim a Right of Way from Smeath Lane to Canal Tow path 

through the Gate Inn car park 

 After discussion with the residents in the public session; the Chair asked the Councillors if 

the Council want to pursue an application to claim a right of way. 

 After discussion Cllr Done proposed to speak with the land owner in the first instance; this 

was seconded by Cllr Baines and resolved by the Council. 

 The Chair will put a letter together and send to the land owner. 

2011/21 To approve the minutes of the meeting held 28th June 2021 
This was deferred to the next meeting as two members were not present at the last 
meeting to approve the minutes. 

 
2012/21 To receive updates on any actions from the previous meeting 

 1986/21 The  Smeath Lane speed signs have now been replaced 

 1995/21 The kissing gate has been installed on footpath number 5 with help from 
the members of the public 

 1997/21 The contract for the grounds maintenance has been signed by the Chair 
and now waiting for the contractor to return his signed copy 

 2021/21 The Chair gave an update on the legal side of the Parish Pastures 
The Chair spoke with the solicitors and confirmed the he and Cllr Willcock had 
gone through the paperwork and were happy for the solicitor to sign. Then shortly 
after the call, the solicitor had picked up that the Parish Council would not have 
any right of way into the Parish Pastures or the allotments from any road installed 
and asked if we wanted to pursue it. The Chair confirmed that right of way is 
required to allow for maintenance; and bearing in mind that the District Council 
insisted that the Parish Council puts a car park for the allotment holders. Without a 
right of way the allotment car park would be useless. The Chair has also asked for a 
statement of the account 

 2024/21 The overgrown trees on Little Lane and the fallen tree off Howbeck Lane 
have now been sorted out. The overgrown hedge in front of Chapel Close has now 
been cut 

   
2013/21 To receive reports from any other meetings attended 
  No meetings attended. 
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2014/21 To receive play area inspection reports 
The Chair reported that there were actions from his play area inspections; just some litter 
to collect. All the Covid signage has been taken down and the play equipment has been 
disinfected a couple of times. 
 

2015/21 To consider planning applications below and note any planning correspondence 
 

Application:  20/1700/FUL 
Proposal:  Demolition of existing bungalow and ancillary buildings and erection of 

residential development of 42 dwellings (Resubmission of 20/00730/FUL) 
Location:  Canal Turn A, Welham Road, Retford 
 
After consideration, Cllr Gibson proposed to object to the above application and to list the 
Council’s comments; this was seconded by Cllr Done and resolved by the Council 

 
2016/21 Finances - to approve payments and receive financial updates as of 30th June 2021 

The Clerk previously circulated copies of the finances, Bank statement and budget figures 
as of 30th June 2021 for the Councillors to view. 

 
Cllr Done proposed to note the above finances and to approve the following payments; this 
was seconded by Cllr Baines and resolved by the Council. 

 
1) Holmes Groundcare Maintenance  for May grass cuts £418.36 (2181) 
2) W Davies – reimbursement of payment to Playdale Playground – Independent play 

area inspection £234.00 (2182) 
3) Holmes Groundcare Maintenance for June grass cuts £418.36 (2183) 
4) Cheque 2184 - Void 
5) W Davies July wage £210.00 (SO) 
6) P Willcock’s expenses £84.00 (2185) 
7) B K Hoggs & Son Topping of the parish pasture £84.00 (2186) 

 
2017/21 To discuss and consider the Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
  Cllr Willock was not present to give a report. 
   
2018/21 To receive update from the Parish Pasture Group and consider/approve associated 

expenses  
 Cllr Willcock was not present at the meeting. 
   
2019/21 To receive update on the Mayflower Community Orchard  

Cllr Avery sent an update and reported that through Steve Walker’s kind assistance, we 
have received a Pilgrim 400 Apple tree to plant in the community orchard in late autumn.  
There is some information attached to the minutes on the Pilgrim 400 Apple. 

 
2020/21 To receive updates on the Flood Prevention and Flood Management Strategy 

In Cllr Avery’s absence he has submitted his Flood report as below: 
 
Leaky dams, new ponds, bunds and tree planting are all in place or planned for 
construction thanks to the natural flood management initiative by the Nottinghamshire 
County Council.  You can see a number of these from the road’s edge as you walk from the 
turn into Millpledge and onto Cherry Holt. There are more dams and ponds all the way up 
the watercourse to the Leverton Road.  These all work to slow the rate at which flood 
water reaches Howbeck in Church Lane and downstream. Some works will also protect 
parts of Welham in the same way. 
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Information from NCC which explains the responsibilities of riparian owners has been 
placed on the community website and appeared in full in the last edition of this newsletter. 
 
Engineered scheme 
There has been no information from NCC about progress in development of the scheme to 
divert flood waters from Church Lane and Main Street, Clarborough away from the course 
of Howbeck through the village and, using a culvert, to the flood plain on the opposite side 
of the canal.  
 
The Parish Council will continue to seek progress on this scheme. 

 
2021/21 To report any Highways/Rights of Way or Service Faults 

 Cllr Done reported some residents off Little Gringly Lane have approached it and 
said that four years ago a petition was raised against speeding down the lane, 
todays’ situation is a lot worse – seems to be boy racers going around doing silly 
speeds. The residents asked what can be done. In the past it was noted that after 
three facilities a speed camera could be installed and after one serious accident 
road bumps may be installed. After discussion Cllr Done will contact PCSO Dave 
Airey. 

 Cllr Baines reported the WI are prepared to tidy up the red telephone box on 
Smeath Lane; and asked if the Parish Council could help to put some shelving in. 
The Chair will organise some help when it is required. The kiosk will be used as an 

book or plant exchange. 

 A resident reported that No.9 bridge has holes in it; this has been reported several 

times over the last couple of years. The Chair will contact Rights of Way as there 

are several other faults reported that still haven’t been repaired. 

2022/21 To receive any correspondence or information for future agenda items 
For information  

 Cllr Willcock reported that the website domain has been registered and he has 
registered with Hugo Fox 

Agenda Items 

 Insurance renewal 

 Approval of June’s minutes 

 Request for the PC to take over the ownership and maintenance of the village 
defibrillators 

 
2023/21 Time and date of the next Parish Council Meeting 
  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 6th September 2021 
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The Fruit 

‘Pilgrim 400’ is a medium-sized apple, round in shape and of rosy appearance. It is most suitable 

for culinary purposes although it sweetens with age and can keep through winter. This makes it a 

versatile apple with a good flavour whether eaten soon after picking or kept for later. When 

cooked, it holds its shape and can be used for a variety of sweet apple dishes. Or, quite simply, you 

can fry slices in butter with a sprinkling of cinnamon and nutmeg to make a mouth-watering 

treat! 
 

The Tree 

The original ‘Pilgrim 400’ tree was grown from a pip planted about 1970 in a residential garden 

in Southwell, Nottinghamshire. One of its near neighbours is the original Bramley Seedling tree. 

Fifty years later, the tree shows good disease resistance and is a regular cropper. It flowers mid-

season and produces much fruit. Tree lovers in Nottinghamshire and Plymouth have been 

allowed to take material from the original tree by kind permission of the owner and are growing 

a number of young trees for the Mayflower commemorations in 2020. 
 

Apple Facts 

It is very easy to grow an apple tree from a seed or pip and definitely something to try at home. But 

will it turn out to be a good apple? There is no knowing! The new fruit will be different from the one 

containing the pip you planted and most seedling apples turn out to be not very special. 

Occasionally, however, a new-world class apple is born and we think you will agree that ‘Pilgrim 

400’ is one of them.  

Seedling apples are different from the fruit on their parent tree because they actually have two 

parents. Cross-pollination has to take place between trees when they are in flower. Some apples 

have to be pollinated by one other tree and some by two.  

Pollination can only take place when trees are in flower. Some flower in the early part of the 

season (usually in April), some in the mid-part (early May) and some later in May. 'Pilgrim 400' is a 

mid-season apple.  

Once a great apple is discovered, naturally we want more of them and propagation has to be done 

using grafting or budding techniques. This is skilled work and requires a lot of practice.  

There are many recognised varieties of apple and they all have different uses and characteristics. 

Some grow well in warm or cool climates. Some are used mainly for cooking, while others are 
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used mainly for eating or cider-making. Some keep a long time and some are best eaten straight 

away. 

Born of a Conversation 

The ‘Pilgrim 400’ apple was born out of a conversation between two friends, Celia Steven and 

John Stirland. Celia is the great granddaughter of Henry Merryweather, the nurseryman who 

raised the Bramley apple, and she lives near Plymouth, Devon. John Stirland is a horticulturist and 

a former presenter with Radio Nottingham and he lives in a village near the area where some of 

the Pilgrims came from. 

They both have a passion for involving people with trees and using them to explain and 

commemorate historical events. In 2015, they heard about plans to mark the 400th anniversary of 

the Mayflower’s epic voyage and decided to find a new apple tree that could be named for the 

occasion. They already knew that apples were extremely important in the lives of the early colonists. 

John made an appeal to Radio Nottingham listeners to tell him about any garden trees which had 

been grown from seed. A householder in Southwell answered the call. John went to look and he 

could see the tree was full of good fruit. As soon as spring came in 2016, he arranged for grafts to be 

taken and grown as the first of a new generation 

DNA tests confirmed the tree was unique and could be named 

2018 

'Pilgrim 400' officially registered as a Local Cultivar. 

2020 

Tree lovers in the roots area of Nottinghamshire at the start of the Pilgrim Trail and in Plymouth, the 

setting-off point from the old world, came together to promote the new apple as part of the Mayflower 

400 commemorations.  

Bassetlaw District Council invited Mayflower Destinations to accept a ‘Pilgrim 400” tree for planting at 

a civic occasion and Plymouth Tree Partnership grew a limited edition for planting by schools across 

the country. 

 

 


